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The Edmonton City 
Police have been in the 
news a lot lately, ever 
* since the resignation 
~ of former Chief 
; Wasylyshen, and the 
subsequent police 
sting, and resignation 
of another chief of 
police. This is appar- 
ently affecting the 
morale of the police force. Several police con- 
stables have also made the news. Ex Chief 
Wasylyshen's son, Constable Mike 
Wasylyshen, is one of two EPS officers listed 
on the Amnesty International website under 
"torture". And last week, a homeless man, 
Peter Van Eck, testified about alleged beat- 
ings by another pair of constables, Jongejan 
and Abbott. 

Are the two related? The reported lack of 
morale and the abusive treatment of 
Aboriginal and or poor people? It may be the 
man kicks dog effect - the old adage about 
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duced by volunteers and sold lot. 
by vendors on the street. Tax | __ 

__.___ receipts for donations avail- 
-.~ able on request. For tax 


receipts make cheques 


Or is there an unwritten rule among 
Edmonton Police Constables that gives them 
the discretionary freedom to deal with "nui- 
sance offenders" directly? Is punching a 


payable to: : 
’ | The Church of Christ drunk in the stomach or giving him a black 
Victorious. eye just an accepted part of "pro-active" 


policing? 

Street Pastor Pedro Schultz spends quite 
a bit of time hanging out at the York Hotel 
because that is where people hang out. He 
said he reported an incident where the EPS 
officer was apparently looking for drugs and 
appeared frustrated because the man had 
flushed the evidence. Schultz alleges that the 
officer knocked the man's head against the 
wall a couple of times. Schultz reported the 
incident at the police station and later spoke 
to someone there for resolution of the matter, 
but had to sign a waiver. 

But Schultz said that the type of abuse 
he witnessed appears to be mostly in the 
inner city and with the homeless people, and 
not in effect in other parts of the city - sort of 
an unwritten rule that instead of issuing 
tickets and tying up the courtrooms over 
trivial matters, EPS use their discretion to 
deal with the offender directly. Pedro told of 
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Is it OK to break the law to enforce the law? 


another incident he witnessed where a man 
urinated against the outside of the York 
Hotel, and was cuffed on the head by a pass- 
ing EPS constable. 

But, it is OK to break the law to enforce 
the law? And who determines just how much 
latitude a constable can have in meting out 
"street justice". Is a cuff in the head OK but 
not a broken rib? How much force is too 
much force? Or is the rule that it's OK as 
long as there are no witnesses and the case 
cannot be proven? 

In the letter (see pages 4-5) that Peter 
Van Eck received from then Police Chief 
Wasylyshen he was told that the allegations 
against the officers, whom he alleged had 
beaten him, ranged from serious criminal 
misconducts to disciplinary misconduct(s) 
pursuant to Police Service Regulations. This, 
then, tells me that beating a homeless man 
in a parking lot or on the street is a serious 
criminal offense. But, since there were no 
witnesses, the matter was dismissed as "Not 
Sustained", and Van Eck was accused of 
having made allegations that were 'demean- 
ing, offensive and slanderous.’ 

Maybe the people who support the idea of 
a civilian police chief who doesn't have a 
police background have the right idea. 
Obviously, some change is necessary to 
improve morale and accountability. 


By Linda Dumont 


Letter to the Editor 


Re: Take Back the NIght 
Last October the city had their first 

Take Back the Night march in ten years 
About 100 women and 15 men, including me, 
marched from City Hall to Mary Burlie Park 
to the inner city and back again. The march 
was about "reclaiming a space that we really 
feel should be safe to women all the time," 
said Marta Rzechowa, organizer for the event. 

Various women talked about the seri- 
ousness of women's abuse problems. For 
example, most people don't know that when a 
street prostitute gets charged for communi- 
cating for the purposes of prostitution, she 
ends up with a criminal record and often 
pays her fine with money earned by further 
solicitations, then, fearful of the police, works 
in the periphery of the city where the Johns 
can be violent more easily. Also, statistics 
show that most battered women have been 
assaulted 35 times. 


Pedro Schultz 


MISSION 


A HABOUR IN A SEA OF TURMOIL 


SPIRITUAL 
MENTAL 


AID 








Page 2 Edmonton Street News 


Mission Outreach Leads to Friendship with Homeless People 


Strathcona Baptist Church who opened 

their church and their hearts to a group 
of homeless southside residents. It began in 
the summer when the church held an Urban 
Missions Intensive (UMI) with a mission trip 
to our own city rather than to some foreign 
country. About a dozen people participated. 
With the help of Terri Kettleson, the out- 
reach worker for Old Strathcona, they 
opened the church to street people on five 
different occasions to build relationships. 

"We wanted them to cook a meal 

with us - and to teach us Aboriginal cooking. 
We bought the supplies and we cooked and 
ate the meal together," said Shelley 
Schneider, senior pastor at Strathcona 
Baptist Church. 

Sherri Goethe was a participant of 
the UMI last summer. For her it was the 
start of a friendship with a group of five 
homeless people including Diane Wood and 
the Robeliard brothers. 

"We're not doing much in a formalized 
way," she said. "Now we're just friends with 
them. The thing about being friends is that 
we can't just call them up, but when I see 
them, I just stop and maybe go for coffee." 

Wood and the others drop in to the 


The Group 


[= all about friendship for members of 





Diane and Chris Live in a truck 


program, five homeless people go to the 

church to prepare their own meals or to 
attend a birthday party or other social event. 
Known as "the Group” Diane Wood, Chris 
Robiliard, Thomas Robiliard, Philip and 
Victor have formed friendships with some 
members of the congregation of the 
Strathcona Baptist church. For the Group, 
it's about building relationships rather than 
charity and handouts. 

"We bring food, and they give us some to 
cook," said Diane Wood, who has been home- 
less since she came to live on the southside 
three years ago. "We're alcoholics. There are 
too many barriers to finding housing. We're 
Natives. We have no references. We might not 
be able to keep up a place." 

Last year she and her man, Chris 
Robiliard, were living in an old Volvo. When 
that car was towed away, they moved into a 
broken down Toyota truck. 

"The owners of the Toyota know we live 


[eee of going to church for a free lunch 


church occasionally to use the washroom or 
to heat up food. And in November a shared 
birthday party for Pastor Schneider and 
Chris Robeliard just happened. "I found out 
Chris had a birthday just two days after 
mine," Schneider said. "They bought me gifts 
for my birthday over a period of days and 
they decorated the room." 

She said she hopes that through the 
friendship that has formed they can be a 
support for the group to come off the street, 
but for now that's just in the talking stage. 

Goethe said, "We wanted to figure out 
how to love our neighbours. The friendship 
with them has been a really good gift." 

The Strathcona Baptist Church was 
opened as a winter emergency shelter for two 
years, in 2003 and 2004. That experience 
impacted the congregation as did their meet- 
ing with Terri Kettleson. Through the experi- 
ence of the shelter, they lost some of their 
fear of street people, and Kettleson sold 
them on the idea that people on the street 
had things they could teach the congregation 
making it a give and take relationship. 

Goethe summed it up by saying, "We 
approached the UMI in the summer as an 
opportunity for us to learn. I have changed 
some of my outlooks. Most people want to 


there. Chris cleaned up that Toyota for three 
hours when we moved in," she said. 

They enjoy a friendship with some of the 
members of the Strathcona Baptist Church. 
"If they see us on the street, like Sherry, she 
will buy us something to eat. And we were 
invited to Shelly's birthday party," said 
Diane. "We went to the Dollar Store and we 
got her a religious clock with the Virgin Mary 
holding the baby Jesus on it, and a card.” 

"They celebrated my birthday, too, the 
same day," said Chris. "Mine was on the sev- 
enth of November and Shelly's was on the 
fifth. She bought me gifts and a card." 

- Chris said he was going to get a ride up 
to the police station on Yellowhead Trail on 
and 142nd Street the next Monday to retrieve 
some personal effects that were being held 
there. By bus it would take hours. 

"The police took my stuff away when | 
was picked up for being drunk in a public 
place," he said. "They took my winter coat, 
sweater and socks. When I got out of the 
Remand Centre, it was on a Sunday and I 
couldn't get my stuff because it was closed. | 
had no coat to wear. Dan (from Strathcona 
Baptist) is going to take me over to get my 
clothes.” 

Diane's birthday was in January. She 
said Sherry was going to take her and Chris 
out for pasta to celebrate. And she and Chris 
are looking forward to going to a baby shower 
for Shelly who is expecting a baby in July. "I 
don't know what we'll buy her yet,” Diane 
said. "Maybe something in Zellers." 

When they cooked together at the church, 
Diane taught the others how to make ban- 
nock, and how to make dreamcatchers. 

Chris and Diane are self sufficient. 
They panhandle and pick bottles to earn 


ee 
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Thomas's home. 


help somehow but they don't know how. To 
have friendship has given me an opportunity 
to engage with people who have different 
backgrounds. Because I live in the neigh- 
bourhood, I see them all the time. They are 
very generous with us. They even sent a get 
well card to one of the guys who was in the 
hospital." 


ESN staff writer 
& . : 






Sherri Goethe and Pastor Shelly Schneider 


money to buy food and alcohol, and they pre- 
pare meals using an electric frying pan. They 
could eat in restaurants, but they prefer to 
cook their own meals. As a couple, they stay 
together rather than checking into shelters 
where they would be in separate rooms and 
manage to keep warm even in the coldest 
weather using lots of sleeping bags and blan- 
kets. 

Last summer, they even watched the 
Olympics on a television set found in a 
dumpster that they plugged in to an outlet in 
the church parking lot. Chris said, "There is 
power everywhere.” 

Even so, Diane and Chris expressed some 
concerns about survival during the cold win- 
ter months on the street. Diane said she had 
a mild case of pneumonia, and that worried 
her because they recently lost a homeless 
friend to double pneumonia when Chino 
Bernard died in early January. Another 
friend, Bearclaw (Paul Janvier), was in a 
coma at the Royal Alexandra Hospital with 
double pneumonia. 


ESN Staff writer 
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Thomas, Diane and Chris 


——————— Edmonton Street News Page 3 


Marlene Trottier and Peter Van Eck 


eter Van Eck is terrified now. He doesn’t 
Pew what is going to happen on the 

street from other cops. For Peter Van 
Eck taking the witness stand to testify about 
alleged beatings by two police officers was an 
act of courage. Complaints made by Peter 
and another homeless man, Ed Mahar, were 
finally brought before the Alberta Law 
Enforcement Review panel Feb. 8, more than 
four years after the alleged beatings took 
place. And it's not over yet. Although Van 
Eck got his day in court as a witness, the 
appeal panel adjourned the proceedings and 
will continue the case at some future date. 

August, 2002, Ed Mahar and Peter Van 

Eck approached Natasha Laurence who was, 
at that time, the community editor for Our 
Voice and told her about their encounters 
with two police officers, Constables Grant 
Jongejan and Rick Abbott. Laurence wrote 
down their story, and had photographs taken 
by Pieter de Vos, photographer for Our Voice. 


Ed Mahar's story: 

Tuesday, April 15, 2000, I was sitting in 
Jasper Pizza, ordering lasagna. Constables 
Rick Abbot and his partner Grant Jongejan 
walked by the window. They motioned for me 
to come outside. I shook my head no. They 
came in and got me. They asked me what I 
was doing on Jasper. They said, "You know 
you're not supposed to be down here. We 
warned you once before." I said, "What's you 
guys problem? I just ordered something to 
eat." They said, "We don't give a shit." 

They took me two doors down to a little 
office they have there. When we went in the 
front door, they said, "Go round the wall 
where no one can see what's going on." Then 
Jongejan said, (Abbott was on the phone), 





"Get on your knees, put your head against 
the wall and don't look." I told him I had 
busted ribs and a punctured lung. I said, 
"Just leave me alone. What are you guys 
bugging me for?" "Fuck you," he said. "You 
know what we're doing." I don't know what 
he hit me with, his baton I think, and it was 
a steel rod. He hit me three times across the 
back. Then he said, "How does that feel?" 
Abbott was still on the phone talking and 
laughing, so Jongejan said, "I think we're 
done with him now. Get your lasagna you 
piece of shit." He also told me if he saw me 
on Jasper again he would break both my 
legs." 





Peter Van Eck's story: 

I was walking down Jasper on the other 
side of the Mayfair. Abbott came up behind 
me. He put his gun (or it felt like a gun) to 
the back of my head. He said, "Get down on 
your knees ad put your hands behind your 
back. He hit me hard once on the back of the 
head. I blacked out. When I woke up I was 
lying on the side of the street. 

About a week later I was walking 
through the parking lot by Save-on-Foods. I 
was going to get pizza from the dumpster 
behind Dominos Pizza. Abbott came up to 
me. He put on his black leather gloves, 
punched me in the face and ribs and kicked 
me in the leg. I don't want to file a compliant. 
It's his word against mine. Who are they 
going to believe?" 

At that time, when Laurence spoke with 
Constable Jongejan, she was told that beat 


cops regularly practice what he referred to as | 


"pro-active policing" and said that known 
nuisance offenders are monitored for poten- 
tial trouble. He stated that Mahar had a his- 


tory of panhandling and public intoxication. 
He also said that if there are any complaints 
with his actions, they could be filed with the 
Edmonton City Police. 


Dismissed : 
ea laint filed to Edmonton City 
olice by Van Eck and Mahar 
he Sree and Peter Van Eck did file 

complaints. April of 2002, Van Eck received 
a reply from then police chief Bob 
Wasylyshen. Mahar received a similar letter. 
The letter said, in part: 


‘The investigation regarding your com- 
plaint against members of this Police Service 
is now complete. As you are aware, the com- 
pleted investigation file was forwarded to the 
Senior Agent of Alberta Justice for review and 
direction. After this review, the Crown recom- 
mended that no charges be laid as insufficient 
evidence existed with which to sustain any 
reasonable expectation that a conviction could 
be achieved. 

In brief you have alleged that Constable G. 
Jongejan and Constable R. Abbott had had 
several dealings with you over the past years, 
and have acted inappropriately on a number 
of these occasions. Your allegations against 
these officers range from serious criminal mis- 
conduct to disciplinary misconduct(s) pursuant 
to the Police Service Regulations. 

The investigation that was conducted by 
Internal Affairs Unit surrounding your con- 
cerns was extremely thorough and exhaustive 
yet no evidence was obtained to support any 
of these allegations. ....... Both Constable 
Abbott and Constable Jongejan pride them- 
selves in knowing the ‘regulars’ that frequent 
their neighbourhood Beat; however they deny 
being aware of who you are, or of ever having 
had dealings with you at any time. In fact 
both Constable Jongejan and Constable 
Abbott take great exception to what you have 
alleged, referring to the allegations as 
demeaning and slanderous. 

Based on the foregoing, it is very clear 
that the evidence available does not support 
the allegations. As a result, I find that there is 
insufficient proof to support your claims that 
either Constable Jongejan and/or Constable ~ 
Abbott have committed a misconduct of 
Discreditable Conduct, Unnecessary Exercise 
of Authority, or any other misconduct relative 
to the Police Service Regulations. I therefore 
am concluding this matter as "Not sustained.” 

If you do not accept the disposition of this 
matter, you may, within thirty (30) days, 
appeal the matter to the Law Enforcement 
Review Board.’ 


They appealed the matter, and the appeal 
hearing began almost three years later, on 
February 8, 2005. 

The Alberta Law Enforcement Review 
Board is an external review and appeals body 
that acts independently of the police depart- 
ment. Members of the public with complaints 
against a police officer must first take them 
to the respective police department for inter- 
nal review. If they are unhappy with that — 
decision, complaints may then be taken to 
the Alberta Law Enforcement Review Board. 


The Appeal Hearing ee 

Peter Van Eck showed up at Lawyer Tom | 
Engel's office at 8 a.m. on the day of the 
appeal hearing, with his partner Marlene and 
another friend for moral support. He looked 
haggard and edgy. Ed Mahar, who w; 
scheduled to testify before the appa 
was not with him. : 

When Engel asked about Mal 
said, "He's not coming. He said he di 
want to risk his life. He told me na 
but I have to do. whats right. 
all last night." 

Engel sai 










Peter ae 
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answering questions about himself with no 
difficulty, but as the questions continued, he 
lowered his head, and appeared visibly upset, 
especially when he had to recall the alleged 
beatings. 

Van Eck said he was born in the 
Northwest Territories, but hitchhiked to 
Edmonton in 1989 after his parents died and 
his family broke up. Since coming to 
Edmonton he has been homeless, and he 
struggles with an addiction to alcohol for 
which he sought help a couple of times. 
When asked about Ed Mahar, Van Eck said, 
"He was scared to show up." 

The two have been friends for eight or 
nine years. Mahar has a window washing 
business, and goes to the southside washing 
windows using a pail and squeegee with an 
extension rod. 

Van Eck said he has had numerous 
arrests , maybe 35 or more. most of them 
related directly to his being homeless. 

“Did you ever complain about how your 
were treated by police," Engel asked. 

"Who would listen," said Van Eck. 

Engel then asked about Van Eck's com- 
plaint to Natasha Laurence who was commu- 
nity editor of Our Voice in 2000. Van Eck 
said he told Natasha about how he and 


"What will happen to 
me when I'm on the 
street as to other 
police constables? 
I'm a sitting duck. 
Who's going to pro- 
tect me when I'm out 
there? Out on the 
street, they do what 
they do and get away 
with it... 


Mahar had been treated, and she had photos 
taken of their injuries and published them 
along with a story in Our Voice. 

When Engel began questioning about the 
actual incident, Van Eck said he remembered 
"being hit" at Save-on foods. He appeared 
increasingly more nervous as he recalled the 
incident, and had to be told to speak up sev- 
eral times so the panel could hear him. 

Engel asked, "How are you feeling?" 

Van Eck: "Very edgy and nervous. They 


vv sermener tr iaeaaNphitaaAs 





brutalized me. 

Engel: "Did the officer give any reason 
why he was punching you?’ 

Van Eck: "No' 

Engel: "Did you get any injuries?" 

Van Eck: "Black eye, sore ribs by being 
hit with a fist." 


The photographs taken and published in 
Our Voice were presented as evidence. 


Engel then asked about another incident 
which involved Constable Abbott and 
Constable Jongejan when the officers took 
Mahar's window washing equipment. 


Van Eck: “We were stopped on Jasper 
Avenue. Ed Mahar and I were there. He had 
a squeegee and a pail. They took the bucket 
and squeegee and threw them in the trunk of 
the car." 

Engel: "Were you doing anything wrong?" 

Van Eck: "No." 

Engel: "Did you see any reason why they 
should take Ed's equipment?" 

Van Eck: "No" 


When Engel began questioning about a 
third incident involving Constable Abbott and 
Constable Jongejan, Van Eck said his memo- 
ry was "kind of sketchy now - it's so long 
ago. Just to rehash a nightmare has me 
edgy." He did say he remembered "running 
into" the officers on Jasper Avenue, and wak- 
ing up on the street. 


He then appealed to the panel asking, 
"Why is it so long for this matter to come 
up?" 

The chair of the panel said, "It is not 
uncommon for these matters to take time." 

‘What will happen to me when I'm on the 
street as to other police constables? I'm a sit- 
ting duck. Who's going to protect me when 
I'm out there? Out on the street, they do 
what they do and get away with it..." he said. 
Too shaken to continue with his testimony, 
Van Eck had to take a short recess. 

Natasha Laurence was called as a wit- 
ness. She identified the photographs and 
confirmed when they had been taken. 

Peter returned to the stand but his mem- 
ory remained sketchy. However, under cross 
examination by the lawyer representing the 
interests of the two police constables, he 
firmly maintained that he was not confusing 
the officers with any other officers, that 
Constable Jongejan and Constable Abbott 
were involved in the alleged beatings and in 
taking Mahar's window washing equipment. 

The case was adjourned to allow the 
panel to rule on evidence. No date has been 
set for it to review. 


By Linda Dumont 











And the beat goes on... 


An inner city man alleged that he was 
beaten by city cops without provocation 
because he was walking across a local park- 
ing lot while under the influence of alcohol. 
At 11 p.m. February 9, Dave Locke was 
crossing the Lucky 97 parking lot on the 
way to visit a friend north of 107A Avenue, 
when he was stopped by two police officers, 
Const. Kabyn, Badge Number 2248, and 
Const. Ramanarai, Badge number 2255. 

"They waited until I was in handcuffs, 
then punched me. They beat the tar out of 
me. I saw my doctor, Dr. Rose, at the Boyle 
McCauley Health Centre, and he stitched my 
eyebrow," Locke said. "After they beat me, 
they took off the handcuffs and let me go. 
They took my ID and I had to go to the 
police station to recover it. " 

Locke said he tried to file a complaint 
while he was at the police station, but they 
refused to even register it. "They just said 
‘Get out of here’,” he said. 

Locke said he was a little bit intoxicated 
when the incident occurred, and he was 
issued a ticket for public intoxication. 
Previously, he had been barred from the 
Lucky 97 parking lot, but he said he "beat 
the charges". 


By Linda Dumont 
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By Pedro Schultz 


As I was walking away from the York 
Hotel just before Christmas, I met four guys 
on their way to the York. Jokingly they asked 
me for spare change, knowing I never help 
out with money except for phone calls. 
Instead, I help with food and lodging. As we 
talked, a van pulled up and the driver called 
us over. Each of us was handed a Christmas 
card, and inside each card was $20 bill. 

That reminded me of another $20 bill 
that people were given at the York Hotel 
before the elections last fall. 

That night, I overhead a young lady ask, 
"Do you have ID? Go to the van across the 
street and you can get $20." I was suspicious 
and curious so I showed my ID to the men in 
the van and they offered me free booze and 
cigarettes. I said, "I don't smoke or drink." 
They said, “Get in anyway." 

This sounded like an adventure so I 
hopped in and we headed off to the liquor 
store. One of the women passed around a 
vodka cooler and a beer. My buddies were in 
a jovial mood, drinking and smoking and 
looking forward to a party they were prom- 
ised later that evening. 

There was one stop on the way, at 
Liquors on Jasper, to buy more booze, then 
we headed for the Gold Bar PC voting sta- 
tion. There each person was given a $5 bill to 
buy a membership. I said this was against 
my ethics, and paid for my own membership. 

I asked both of the candidates why I 
should vote for them and got a pamphlet 
from one of them. I didn't see anyone else 
talk to the candidates, but they took the 
brochure offered by a lady, and showed ID, 
then voted. It was obvious that most, if not 
all, of them had been drinking. 


By Pedro Schultz 





Love is the most important thing in my 
life, but what kind of love? The fantasy of 
being in love is exuberant, but doesn't last 
forever. Agape love is the kind I like the 
most. An illustration? 

Recently I came home to find my door 
broken; chesterfield, bed and other furniture 
turned over, books, glassware and clothes 
on the floor and my $800 violin gone. 

Two days later I got a call from the 
Remand Centre. "The police have your vio- 
lin. I was looking for the CD. I think my sis- 
ter left it at your place." 

Both the young lady who called and her 
sister have been "street children" of mine for 
over ten years. I was partly to blame for the 
situation getting out of hand. When one of 
the sisters refused to smoke her cigarette in 
the washroom with the fan-on, I grabbed it 
and flushed her cigarette. She, of course, 
got angry. I grabbed an album I had been 
keeping for her for years, and she grabbed 
and bent my glasses. She left in anger and 
promised to never talk to me again and to 
break my windows. 

I still love her, though, and forgive her 
like God loves and forgives me. Agape love 
seeks the good of the other person regard- 
less of their response. 

Sometimes this means deserved loving 
discipline because it's for your own good. 
The law of reaping the seeds we sow holds 
true for good and bad. I still love and want 
what's best for those who hurt me, like God 
wants the best for them. 
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On the way back to the York we stopped 
at the same liquor store and I walked from 
there to the York. By the time I reached the 
hotel, the van was reloading and people were 
being encouraged to hop in. I heard that at 
least three vanloads were taken down to vote 
that evening. 

I decided this was’ news, so I called the 
Journal but withheld my name. A couple of 
days later, someone told me a reporter from 
the Journal was in the bar and wanted to 
talk to the people who had been in the van. 
The reporter gave me his card and we met 
again the next day. He said he couldn't use 
the story because no one involved wanted to 
give his or her name. I prayed about the situ- 
ation, and decided to let my name be used 
because obviously there was something 
wrong, and I felt responsible to expose it. 
Soon the Journal had a large front page 
heading Booze for Votes and ran stories on 
this for several days. The politician claimed 
he was innocent of any wrongdoing, 
Regardless of this, he had to take the fall and 
resigned, but the story went across Canada 
and even to India. Even his innocent children 
were mocked in school, the family was afraid 
to go out in the neighbourhood, and his 
business suffered. 

As for my fears of being labeled a "rat" on 
the drag, the only person who was upset was 
a York Hotel staff member over the designa- 
tion made by the reporter that the York was 
the worst hotel in Edmonton. And how would 
he know? 

What bothered me most about the whole 
booze for votes situation is not the political 
angle, but the principle that vulnerable peo- 
ple were being taken advantage of because 
of their addictions. People really want their 
addiction filled, whatever it is, and they're 
really willing to do things to get their addic- 
tion filled. I think it's immoral to take advan- 
tage of someone that has an addiction. It's 
not fair in a democratic society for someone 
to be manipulated by having this addiction 
met in order to get the person to vote, 
because they can be manipulated to vote in 
any way. It could have been a dictator. The 
people weren't concerned about what the 
candidate was going to do for them, just 
happy to be getting some free booze. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


In times of global charity, try also to 
remember local needs 


Individual Canadians have once again shown that 
they are prepared to help those who need help, wher- 
ever they may be found. The great Canadian generos- 
ity in the tsunami disaster came directly from the heart, 
without any need to weigh political consequences. This 
may be contrasted with a Liberal-sponsored ceremony 
of remembrance in Ottawa with an overt political mes- 
sage. Planning to speak to 15,000, they ended up 
speaking to barely 500. In the Ottawa Sun, many ques- 
tioned why they should attend an orchestrated Liberal 
photo-op intended to somehow endorse a virtually 
non-existent Liberal “rapid-response” to one of the 
greatest human tragedies in recent memory. 
Edmontonian Gordon Stamp stated, “Liberals have 
destroyed our ability to have an impact on the world. 
When tragedies occur, we, as a country, are almost 
non-existent.” In this time of the tsunami, so much 
good has been done by individuals, without govern- 
ment help, that we must give them a particular credit 
that is completely devoid of political back-patting. 

Some are concerned that there might be donation 
shortfalls to local charities, during the crucial winter 
months where the needs of Edmonton’s most destitute 
are most acute. The federal government continues to 
compound the problem by not funding affordable, $300 
per month single room independent living homes, that 
would greatly lessen the demands on our shelters for 
the homeless and eliminate the need to build new, 
emergency shelters. Many who are in these shelters 
are not helpless people with multiple challenges. They 
are people—be they homeless youth or adults, male or 
female—who simply cannot find an affordable place to 
live. 

In this time of the tsunami, | hope that we will remem- 
ber to be as generous with Edmonton's less fortunate 
as we have been in the past. Following the Christmas 
period of peace and goodwill, it is important to remem- 
ber the need for kindness towards all, at home or 
abroad. 


495-3261 


www.petergoldring.ca 








Are ALL Disabilities Considered Equal? 


The recent debate over how disabilities c 


are perceived in our society, even by our own — 


Premier, made me wonder. Is it better to be 
"visibly" disabled, i.e. in a wheelchair or 
using some other kind of mobility aid, than 
invisibly so? Does one have to be screaming, 
"I'm disabled” in certain socially acceptable 
ways to be heard and affirmed as disabled 
and worthy of respect? And if someone has 
the misfortune to be disabled in ways that 
are not evident to others on first glance, is it 
better for that person to focus all their ener- 
gies on blending in with others and hiding — 
their struggles? Or should they risk asking 
for what they need to become a more fully 
functioning and Gee eS part of their 
community? 

What if my partner hae a ae 
at first apparent to. those s. pee 


she watches his or cr mou ith t 
what's Pane said? What 


detectors? Does ae 
and say, "Hey, I ne 











Housing 101 
Paul Martin on 
Affordable 

Housing 








Allan Sheppard 
Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, and 
a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. As a 
pensioner, he finds himself from time to time on the 
edge of poverty and homelessness. As a self- 
appointed community elder, he thinks and worries 
about the needs of children, youth, parents and oth 
ers who face lives of poverty and inadequate educa 
tion in the midst of unprecedented wealth. 










power and influence on national housing in 

Canada, learned more, promised more, and 
done less than Paul Martin, current prime minis- 
ter, former finance minister under Prime Minister 
Jean Chrétien, and one-time housing critic in the 
Liberal opposition to the government of Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney? 

If you know of anyone, please tell me. 

Until then, consider some history...and some 
thoughts on the future. 

When he was opposition housing critic during 
the Mulroney years, Martin co-chaired a Liberal 
caucus task force on housing. In May 1990 the 
task force released a report and a set of 25 recom- 
mendations. 

Along with the report and recommendations, 
Martin offered some enlightened and encouraging 
statements: 

-"The task force believes that housing is a fun- 
damental human right: all Canadians have the 
right to decent housing." 

-"Though homelessness affects a relatively 
small percentage of Canadians, it is a reality 
which is symptomatic of a broader crisis in the 
supply of affordable housing." 

-"The housing crisis is growing at an alarming 
rate and the government sits there and does noth- 
ing; it refuses to apply the urgent measures that 
are required to reverse this deteriorating situa- 
tion." 

-"The lack of affordable housing contributes to 
and accelerates the cycle of poverty, which is rep- 
rehensible in a society as rich as ours." 

"Fundamental human right"? "Housing crisis"? 
_"Symptomatic of a broader crisis"? "Alarming _ 
rate"? "Urgent measures"? "Deteriorating situa- 
tion"? "Accelerates the cycle of poverty"? 
"Reprehensible in a society as rich as ours"? 
Sounds kind of serious to me. Surely any self- 
respecting government would do something about 
such an urgent situation. Surely Finance Minister 
Paul Martin and/or Prime Minister Paul Martin, 
true believer that he has revealed himself to be, 
would deal with homelessness and affordable 
housing as a critical priority. Surely he, having 
been so cruelly disappointed by the lack of a posi- 
tive response from the Mulroney government, 
would act on those recommendations. Surely... 

Dream on. 

The Liberals won the election of 1993, deci- 
mating the Tories of temporary Prime Minister Kim 
Campbell. With an overwhelming majority, Jean 
Chrétien as prime minister and Paul Martin as 
minister of finance, they set about introducing 
measures they had advocated passionately while 
in opposition and during the election campaign: 
scrap the GST, tackle homelessness, promote and 
provide affordable housing... 

Ooops! Rewind the tape. Something happened 
on the way to the dream-and-promise factory. 

The GST looked pretty good to the Liberals, 
viewed from the government side of the House. 
Homelessness now seemed tolerable. Unaffordable 
housing seemed acceptable. And poverty was no 
longer reprehensible; in fact, it became a useful 
tool in the fight against deficit demons. 

Overnight-an election night, to be sure-a socie- 
ty "as rich as ours" became a society as poor as 
Martin and his colleagues discovered ours to be. 
Mistakes had been made and promises broken-by 
the Progressive Conservatives. Steps would have to 
be taken-by the Liberals. 

Suffering would be necessary: by all of us in 
theory; mostly by people at the bottom of the 
socio-economic pyramid in practice. 

Hardly missing a beat, the Liberals, following 
the lead of Finance Minister Martin, finished the 
process begun by the Mulroney Tories. They gut- 
ted federal housing policies, programs and financ- 
ing. By 1995, the federal government had aban- 
doned housing completely. Between 1995 and 
2002, the federal government did not spend a cent 
on housing; Canada became the only industrial- 
ized country in the world that did not have a 
national housing policy. 

The Chrétien/ Martin (or Martin/ Chrétien) 
strategy for getting out of housing was simple: 
offload all responsibility for homelessness and 
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housing to the provinces; give the provinces no 
money to help carry out their new responsibilities. 

Having some skills and agendas of their own 
in matters of offloading, most provinces lost no 
time in pushing their housing responsibilities fur- 
ther down the pyramid to their municipalities and, 
in particular, their cities. Quebec, British 
Columbia and Manitoba continued to provide 
some subsidies to affordable housing. Alberta got 
out of "the business of housing’ entirely. 

The cities and municipalities would have 
offloaded responsibility for housing, if they could, 
but there was nowhere further downhill to send it 
to. They were stuck with the responsibility. Yet 
they had no sources of money, except the federal 
and provincial governments-which had washed 
their hands of the issue-and property taxes, which 
are politically volatile and, in any case, already 
stretched to the limit. The result: almost no signifi- 
cant activity between 1995 and 2002 on homeless- 
ness and affordable housing for the poor. 

This wasn't supposed to happen, of course. 
Surely no one, neither Paul Martin, nor Ralph 
Klein, nor even former Ontario premier Mike 
Harris, wanted to put people onto the streets or 
into over-priced substandard housing out of spite. 
Market fundamentalist ideology played an impor- 
tant role: if only the government would stop dis- 
torting the market with subsidies...if only it would 
get out of the way and make room for creative 
entrepreneurs...the benefits reaped by the rich 
would trickle down to the poor...and the private 
sector would provide good, low-cost, affordable 
housing for all who need it. 

If only... 

Something did trickle down to the poor, but it 
wasn't affordable housing. 

Private-sector housing developers and contrac- 
tors have done very well under the 
Chrétien /Martin federal and the Ralph Klein 
Alberta governments. Housing construction is a 
key component in healthy and growing national 
and provincial economies and surpluses. 
Hundreds of thousands of new homes and housing 
units have been and continue to be built, hardly 
any of them for the homeless and the poor. 

There are at least three reasons: 

1. The middle and high-end housing markets 
have been so strong that they have captured the 
attention of financiers and builders, leaving few 
resources for lower levels. 

2. The demand for condos in downtown and 
near-downtown areas where poor and homeless 
people normally find places to live, led to the dem- 
olition or conversion of existing rental units. In 
Ontario, this trend has produced a net loss of 
rental units since the Chrétien/Martin Liberals 
took power in Ottawa; there is no reason to 
assume that things are much better in other 
provinces, including ours. 

3. As high- and medium-income families 
move into formerly low-income areas, the NIMBY 
(not in my backyard) factor rears its confrontation- 
al head. Homeowners rally to protect property val- 
ues from downward pressures caused by low-cost 
housing developments in their neighbourhoods. 
Developers understandably look for more lucrative, 
less complicated projects in which to invest their 
money and time. 

The impact of such factors has been dramatic. 
The Edmonton Joint Planning Committee on 
Housing set a target of almost 1,000 new afford- 
able and emergency housing units last year. Less 
than half that number was actually built. Money, 
we are told, is not a problem. It was and still is 
available to meet such a relatively low target. In 
December 2001-when Paul Martin was no longer 
in the cabinet-the Chrétien government restored 
modest financial support for housing through joint 
programs with provinces that continue to be in 
effect. Quebec and British Columbia signed on 
immediately. Alberta signed on in 2002. 

In the absence of policy, political will, and 
political leadership money will not work miracles. 

Speaking of policy, political will, and political 
leadership-more precisely the lack thereof-Paul 
Martin became Prime Minister in 2003. He named 
a cabinet that was designed, more than anything 
else, to set the stage for an election in 2004. 
Surely he was finally in a position to do what he 
knew in his heart and in his head (remember that 
report of 1990) was the right thing: Treat home- 
lessness and affordable housing as urgent national 
priorities, providing money, political will and lead- 
ership for action. 

Ooops again! 

Prime Minister Martin's symbolic first cabinet 
did not include a senior or junior minister dedicat- 
ed to housing. David Anderson, then minister of 
environment, carried housing as an add-on to his 
portfolio. Criticism from housing advocates and 
others forced Martin to add housing responsibili- 
ties to the infrastructure portfolio. But still no ded- 
icated minister. 

Following a June 2004 election that the 
Liberals almost lost, Mr. Martin might have heard 
some messages and thought some second 
thoughts on the state of the poor. Unfortunately 
not. His post-election cabinet ignored housing: a 
friend who advocates for the homeless in 


Edmonton says it is almost impossible these days 
to know where to look for information or action on 
housing matters. 

So here we are. At the bottom of the pyramid. 
Homeless. Poorly housed. Paying too much rent. 
Ignoring the food, clothing, health and education 
needs of our children. Surely someone is responsi- 
ble and accountable. 

Why pick on Paul Martin when there are so 
many other excellent targets for criticism on hous- 
ing matters? When it comes to market fundamen- 
talism in government, our beloved Ralph Klein, 
current B.C. premier Gordon Campbell, former 
Ontario premier Mike Harris are far more dedicat- 
ed in their right-wing political ideology than Mr. 
Martin. As for Conservative opposition leader 
Stephen Harper and his caucus, can we expect 
them to do any more for the poor and homeless 
than the Liberals under Paul Martin? I don't think 
so. 

There is an important difference between Paul 
Martin and the four horsemen of the right-wing 
apocalypse mentioned above. The fabulous four 
have never, to my knowledge, shown that they 
understand, care about or have even the remotest 
sympathy with the poor and homeless. They prom- 
ise little and deliver less. No one is surprised. 
Disappointed, perhaps. Too discouraged to be 
angry. But not surprised. 

Paul Martin, on the other hand, understands. 
He knows what the problems are. He knows where 
the solutions lie. And we know he knows. 

Mr. Martin makes promises. Yet he does noth- 
ing. 

We are surprised. Perhaps we shouldn't be, 
but we are. We are frustrated. Angry. With cause. 

The prime minister is showing himself to be 
passionate, steadfast proponent of causes he 
believes in. He has put the future of his minority 
government, his party and his personal career on 
the line to introduce and defend same-sex mar- 
riage against strong opposition in Parliament and 
in the country. Yet he is not prepared to under- 
take far less controversial initiatives to attack 
poverty and homelessness. 

Why? If he can do the right thing-and it is the 
right thing-to protect and defend the human rights 
of Canadians in same-sex relationships, why can 
he not do the right thing to address what he him- 
self has called the human rights of the homeless 
and people who need affordable housing? 

I don't know. If you have any suggestions, 
please share them with me. 

Let me put a suggestion on the table. Perhaps 
Prime Minister Martin, who has never been a high- 
profile advocate for or supporter of gay rights, has 
been persuaded to his current position by strong 
and articulate members of his cabinet, probably 
led by Justice Minister Irwin Cotler. 

It is the justice minister's job to understand, 
advocate and build support in cabinet and among 
Canadians for justice, social and human rights ini- 
tiatives. Simply by doing his homework, his job 
and his duty, Mr. Cotler may have persuaded 
Prime Minister Martin and enough influential cabi- 
net ministers to take great political risks for the 
greater good. If that is the way this federal cabinet 
works-and it is good a way as any-then the 
absence of a minister responsible for housing 
and/or poverty at the cabinet table is more than a 
callous or careless oversight: it is an overwhelming 
handicap. Poverty, homelessness and affordable 
housing will not get serious attention until a dedi- 
cated minister is appointed. 

Consider the Hon. Ken Dryden, minister 
responsible for social development, for example. As 
a former professional hockey player and executive, 
successful lawyer, and author, Mr. Dryden might 
not have seemed the best choice to head a depart- 
ment responsible for daycare and other social 
issues. But Mr. Dryden is an intelligent, compe- 
tent, effective and ambitious man. Given a man- 
date and support from the prime minister, he has 
learned what he needs to know about the issues, 
overseen the development of policies, goals and 
strategies, and taken a national daycare proposal 
to the provinces. The provinces have been cau- 
tious. So have child care advocates across the 
country. But, given Mr. Dryden's past perform- 
ance, can we doubt he will persevere and arrive at 
an agreement or agreements that include policy 
commitments from the provinces in return for fed- 
eral money? 

Where is the Ken Dryden of poverty, homeless 
and housing? I cannot believe there is no one in 
caucus who is interested, talented and ambitious 
enough to come up with good policies and initia- 
tives (especially with Mr. Martin's 1990 report and 
recommendations in hand). Why has Prime 
Minister Martin not found and appointed such a 
person? 

Again, I do not know the answer. But I believe 
we have the right-and the duty-to ask the ques- 
tion. And to demand an answer. 

What are we waiting for? 

The opinions expressed in this column are 
those of the writer. They do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Edmonton Street News or it princi- 
pals. 
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Homeless Paper Becomes 
Homeless 


On Valentine's Day the Bissell Centre announced that they would 
cease publication of "Our Voice" the street newsmagazine effective April 30. 
This means that the May issue will be the last issue of Our Voice published 
with the support of the Bissell Centre. The Bissell Centre has published and 
supported Our Voice since 1995. 

Bissell has made a commitment to help with the transition of Our 
Voice to an organization or group that may be interested in stepping forward 
to continue publishing the paper. 

Our Voice vendors and writers met with Bissell staff for a meeting at 
the Coast Edmonton Plaza Hotel to discuss the future, if any, of the publica- 
tion. Cec Garfin, a vendor and writer who also worked in distribution, said, 
"We're hoping the transition will go smoothly. We're collectively preparing for 
this transition. Our Voice has a small number of vendors, but it's the quality 
of the vendors not the numbers that is important." 

Theresa McBryan, who worked in different capacities with Our Voice 
since 1997, said, "I think this is wonderful. It's a really good chance to come 
up with something that's better than before." 

"We have attempted to make the paper self-sustaining from the very 
beginning," said Shelley Williams, Bissell's Executive Director. "The paper was 
never intended to be a social service program of the agency. Itwas meantto ¥% 
be independent and self sustaining with a social conscience, that also allowed — 
people who sold it to earn much needed income." 

The cost to produce and distribute Our Voice was estimated at 
arbout $150,000 per year, a cost offset somewhat by paper sales and ad rev- 
enues. 








— Ele Gibson, Director of Resource Development of the Bissell Centre, 

‘ __ said, "Over the past years, the agency has had to direct to Our Voice a signifi- 
Scant amount of money that is very much needed for services and programs to 

‘people of the inner city. It was a difficult decision to re-set our priorities. We 

are looking forward to working with members of the inner city community to 

etermine what options exist for the paper in the future. This would create a 

_ win-win for the vendors, writers and the inner city." 















Finding Room: Housing Solutions 
for the Future 


Report of the National Liberal Task Force on 
Housing 

Co-hairs: Paul Martin, MP and Joe Fontana, 
MP 

May 14, 1990 

-"initiate consultations and negotiations with 
the provinces to establish a new social program 
which provides an income supplement for work- 
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Facts About Housing and 








Homelessness ers whose earnings from employment leaves 
Policy in them below the poverty line" 
y Canada -"convene a National Conference on the 
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does not have a housing policy. 

-For almost 50 years after the Second World 
War, housing was a normal part of senior govern- 
ment budgets. Love is a kaleidescope of 

-In the early 1980s, federal funding helped 
build more than 20,000 homes a year. 

-By 1995, the federal government, with Paul 
Martin as finance minister, had cut all spending on 
housing and many provincial governments had cut Like a rainbow after a light 
or reduced their spending. 

-Between 1995 and 2002 there was virtually no 
government spending on new affordable housing. 

-In 2000, less than 9,000 rental units were 
built in Canada, compared with 25,000 adecade It smells like flowering flowers 
earlier. 

-In December 2001, the federal government set 
aside $680 million over four years for individual 
affordable housing agreements with the provinces. 

-Alberta signs on in 2002 for commitments of It tastes like your favourite of 
$33 to $35 million in the next two years, including 


sector to set real objectives and policy responses 
for the eradication of homelessness in Canada" 
and enter discussions with the provinces "to 
ensure that the immediate and long-term needs 
of the homeless are addressed" 

-increase "funding for the Federal Co-opera- 
tive Housing program and Rent supplement 
Program...to allow for the construction of 5,000 
new co-operative housing units a year" : 

-make surplus Crown lands available, "on a 
priority basis to public and private non-profit 
and co-operative housing companies, associa- 
tions and groups'"...under a "comprehensive poli- 
cy...to facilitate the involvement of private sector 
developers and municipalities in the production 
of affordable housing" 

"ensure that an adequate supply of afford- 
able housing units be made available...by the 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation for 
individuals with special needs" 
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about $20 million from the federal government ° : eae " 
each year. (At $45,000 to $50,000 per unit, these favourties mond eae ree di 
investments would have produced roughly 700 5 eee i aie pee oe ms ses 
units in the first year and 740 in the second.) It sounds like music pram c using p 





cy 





-In his pre- and post-2004 election cabinets, "take steps...to increase the investment of 










Prime Minister did not appoint a senior or junior H. % : ° 

cabinet minister for housing. Si ro eaven. Poe ee 2g bi § VeNe: eK ane 
Sources resources in the provision 0 ordable housing’ 
Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association- It feels like an Angel has ; Sevens COMM aa hqusieg 

www.onpha.on.ca/about_non_profit_housing fe 9g ee eee meres ea Meier ss oe 
Capital News online- h d Ss ruction, acquisition or rehab litation {e) ord- 

http//temagami.carleton.ca/jmc/cnews/01022002/ touche you. able housing through public-private and non- 





n4.shtml profit-private partnerships" 


"Affordable housing receives $15 million in new It looks like you'r e in Love! 
funding for 2003-2004", News release, Government 
of Alberta, April 2, 2003 





Source: Housing Again- 
ttp://action.web.ca/ home/ housing/ resources. sht 
ml?x=67127 






